Abstract
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The purpose of this report is to outline what the work life/culture of a mineral exploration geologist is like.  Reading this report should enable a college freshman considering the field of geology with an interest in the exploration side of it determine if this job will be a right fit for him/her.  The body of this report was compiled using empirical interviews and observations, and printed work gathered from online sources and companies that employ exploration geologists.  “An exploration geologist is a person who uses specialized knowledge of the Earth's surface to discover resources of value.”  These types of geologists tend to be more liberal in their views, are free thinkers, and able to problem solve.  This career is very demanding on family and social lives as the geologist can be sent into the field for an entire summer or longer (depending on the environment of the area being explored).  Most of the time families are not permitted to live with the employee in the field.  This work is done very far from towns and paved roads, so there is not a lot of outside interaction to be had.  As an exploration geologist you will be working for the company that hired you and under a head geologist in the field.  However, all geologists tend to be treated as equals in the field and decisions are made together.  That being said, everyone does need to answer to the immediate supervisor/manager of the company.   Your living conditions can be tents or plywood structures, and sometimes a trailer.  You will be expected to wear your own clothing that is appropriate for being outside for months.  As a geology student it’s advised to really know your math and also study GIS.  Those subjects will open all sorts of doors for your future career as an exploration geologist.

Culture of Mineral Exploration Geology

Introduction

The purpose of this report is to outline the corporate culture of mineral exploration geology to help you, the college freshmen, decide if this type of geology is right for you.
I have taken on the task of writing this report as a current environment geology student at Salt Lake Community College.  I am interested in exploration geology but didn’t know what type of exploration would be right for me.  I’m now sharing the information I’ve gathered with you.
There are many various routes a geologist can take out of school.  Exploration geology tends to appeal to the geologist that prefers to spend more time working outside and less time in a lab.  This report will give you a better understanding of the culture of mineral exploration so you can determine if this field is right for you.
Methodology
I gathered information for this report through using three different resources available to me as a college student:
· Empirical – Conducted an interview with a person who has worked in mineral exploration geology.  I interviewed him about the dress code, interactions in the field, and social/familial impacts of an exploration geologist.

